Preface, Contents & Illustrations
Sydney Gardnor Jarman. History of Bridgwater. 1889

IT is with mingled feelings that I conclude
the laborious but pleasing task which has oc-
cupied the greater part of my leisure time
during the past seven years.

I am conscious of the many short-comings
of this History, but trust they may be over-
looked as being unavoidable owing to the
completion of the work having to be accom-
plished at a distance from the town. I imagine
that an apology is scarcely necessary : the vol-
ume is placed before the Bridgwater public
that they may be in the same position as in
other towns in possessing a permanent sum-
mary of “ brief extracts and chronicles of the
times ”

It but remains for me to express my great
indebtedness to the many gentlemen who
have assisted me in this important undertak-
ing. My thanks are primarily due to Mr. E. J.
Stanley, M.P., who not only allowed me ac-
cess to his library but encouraged me in plac-
ing the History before the public in a perma-
nent form. To the Rev. Father Kennard, of
Cannington, and the Rev. Father Scoles, of
Bridgwater, I am indebted for assistance, par-
ticularly with regard to Latin translations. To
Mr. John MacGowan my warmest thanks are
due for valuable help with regard to Freema-
sonry, and the material for the Chapter on
Friendly Societies, one of the most important
Orders of which he is a prominent member.
To Mr. Dunsford, of the Bridgwater Mercury, 1
am indebted for much kindly help, and the
use of three of the illustrations which are
found within these pages; and a similar ac-
knowledgment must be made to Messrs.
Whitby & Sons, of the Bridgwater Independent;
the Rev. C. Bazell also kindly allowed me the
use of the illustration of St. John’s Church,
and the Rev. E. J. Dukes that of the Congre-
gational Chapel. Many other local gentlemen
lent me interesting manuscripts and books,
notably Mr. W. John Ford; and to one and all
I express myself as being deeply grateful.

To the public of Bridgwater I leave with
confidence the result of these combined ef-
forts towards the issue of a History of the old
and loyal town.

Beckenham Villa, St. Ives, Hunts
June 1st, 1889.
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